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he law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul;
the testimony of the Lord is sure, making wise the simple;



By: Charlie Dale



Chastened and Running!
The Scriptures teach us of the chastening ministry of God
in our lives. Through trials and hardships, God whittles
away at the rough edges. He prunes our branches. He
grinds our idols into dust and throws it into the river.
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The glorious truth in all of this is hard for us to see: He
does this for our good because he loves us.
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The Scriptures also teach us about dying to self as we follow Christ.
Sometimes it’s a command to die to self and follow Christ. Sometimes it’s
stated as a past tense reality that the Christian has died to self in baptism,
while others speak as though it is a daily reality to die to self.
Of course, all of these Scriptures are true, not to confuse us, but to help us
grow in Christlikeness. I am being commanded to die to self, I did die to self,
and I am to continue to die to self so that I may live in Christ.
It is my job to eliminate everything that hinders my relationship with Christ
and my service to him, but he has not left me to this task alone. In his grace,
he gives the hardships sent to help me. They help me forsake my idols,
realize my weaknesses, cling to Christ’s strength, and give grace to others.
This is what it looks like to be pruned by God, die to self, and grow in
Christlikeness.
With this in mind, consider these two verses from Hebrews 12.
Verse 1: “Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of
witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so
closely, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us,”



Verse 6: “For the Lord disciplines the one he loves, and chastises every son
whom he receives.”
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Note of thanks…

“We want
thank you for allowing us to
use the room at your church.
We really enjoy the location
and your kindness.
Thank you, Girl Scout Troop
6110”

Church Picnic
June 11

11:45 AM - 2:15 PM

Photos by Joe & Michelle Feese
Photos courtesy of Shannon Dale, photographer

Received in April:
$22,838.50
End of April
General Fund Balance:
$49,625

Year to Date:
Received $79,727.70
Needed $87,039

Building Repair Fund:
End of April Balance:
$3,058

Deacon of the Week:
May 14 Mike Watkins
May 21 Chuck White
May 28 Rick Edge
June 4
Lee James
June 11 Chuck Lovelady
Extended Session:
May 14 Brittany Bertram
Joe Feese
Moriah Dale
May 21 Angela McGuire
Paul McGuire
Carolyn Hayes
May 28 Mary Amoroso
Katie Wilkins
June 4
Donna Swofford
Jamie Anderson
June 11 Brittany Bertram
Joe Feese
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Counting Responsibilities:
May 16 John Strozier
May 23 Donna Kilpatrick
May 30 Mary Amoroso
June 6
Glynda Atkins
June 13 Barbara
Carpenter

We would like to congratulate Justin Watkins on graduating from the
University of Montevallo and his upcoming wedding to his lovely
fiancée, Peyton Truett. God bless you both during this exciting new
chapter and journey. Your church family wishes you the very best!

Deacon Emeritus Presentation, honoring
Hubert Joiner and Tom McLeod, for their
many years of service to our Lord.
Pictured above from left to right:
Hubert Joiner, Tom McLeod, and Rick Edge
Photo by Owen Atkins

