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He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High.
And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David,
and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever,
and of his kingdom there will be no end.

He Sank into the Depths
By: Brother Charlie Dale
Christmas is the time to meditate upon the miracle of the
incarnation of Christ. In Jesus Christ, God became a man. The
reasons and implications of the incarnation of Christ are vast
and glorious, but I will try to communicate a small portion of that
here.
Imagine a man stuck in a pit with tar at the bottom. The pit is
dark and deep. The tar is restrictive and suffocating. Unless the
man is rescued, he will perish. Along comes someone who
hears his cry for help. The man secures himself to a nearby
tree with a rope and descends into the dark filth. Once down at
the bottom, he takes the man out of the tar and pulls the two of
them up out of the pit.
This is an imperfect analogy, but I want you to consider what
Christ did to save us. Humanity was in the dark, stifling pit of sin
and sin’s curse. We were dead in our sins (Eph 2:1-7). Christ
had to enter the pit with us. He had to become one of us in
order to redeem us. He not only took on a human body, but
also a human nature. He even bore the sin that he did not
commit, and went down into the depths of death to save us
from death (Heb 2:14-15). Every part of the human experience
that Christ entered, he redeems.
Christmas can seem so saccharine and innocent, but Christ is
not untouched by sin and life’s ugliness, even as he is righteous
and sinless. In the incarnation he entered our cursed lives,
receiving the curse upon himself, in order to bring us out of the
pit (Gal 3:13; 2 Cor 5:21).
This Christmas season, let Christ sink into the depths of your
heart, and be redeemed!

Sundays:
9:00 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
4:00 p.m. Youth Choir Practice, Youth Building
Tuesdays:
6:00 a.m. Men’s Prayer Breakfast, at the Pelham
Cracker Barrel (655 Cahaba Valley Rd)
Wednesdays
11:30 a.m.
5:00 p.m.
5:30 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
6:15 p.m.
6:15 p.m.

Soul Sisters Bible Study
Wednesday Night Supper—FH
Children’s Choir Practice—Rm 113
Prayer Gathering—FH
Sticky Kids (K-5th - grade),
Children’s Sanctuary
Youth Group, Youth Building
Adult Bible Study, FH
Adult Choir Practice, Choir Room

Upcoming Church Events:

Sunday, Dec, 10 at 11:45 a.m. — CLT Mtg.

Sunday, Dec. 10 at 1:30 — Deacons Mtg.

Sunday, Dec. 17 at 5:00 p.m. — Christmas
Musical. Fellowship and food afterward in
the Fellowship Hall. Please bring cole slaw,
deviled eggs, or a dessert. Sign up sheets
are posted on the bulletin boards near the
sanctuary and Sunday school rooms.
Monetary donations are also appreciated.

Sunday, Dec. 24 — Sunday School Classes
will not meet on Christmas Eve.

Sunday, Dec. 24 at 5:00 p.m. — Candlelight
Service.
Announcements:

No regular Wednesday morning or evening
activities on Dec. 20 and 27.

Pinners With a Purpose will not meet in Dec.

Seeking Hearts Ladies Bible Study will not
meet in Dec.

There is still time to order your poinsettia in
memory or honor of a loved one. The order
forms will be with this Sunday’s bulletin.
The deadline to order is Dec. 13.

Church Staff
Pastor
Administrative Assistant
Financial Assistant
Church Pianist
Nursery Worker

Rev. Charlie Dale
Valerie Baker
Karen McGee
Cindy Woodham
Barbara Doyle

We were so pleased to witness the baptism of Brady Logan
on November 26, 2017. Our prayers go out to him and his
family as he continues to follow our Lord and Savior.
Jesus instructed us to make disciples, baptizing in the name of the
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, and teaching them to observe all that Christ
commands (Matthew 28:19-20). Baptism is that first step for the new believer
to begin their life of discipleship. It's also a symbol of our death to the old self
and a resurrection to a new life (Romans 6:3-4).
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Received in November:
$16,100
End of November
General Fund Balance:
$48,477

Christmas Musical
December 17th at 5:00 PM

Year to Date:
Received $195,787
Budgeted $218,353

Building Repair Fund:
End of November
Balance: $4,548

Deacon of the Week:
Dec. 10 Chuck White
Dec. 17 Rick Edge
Dec. 24 Lee James
Dec. 31 Chuck Lovelady
Extended Session:
Dec. 10 Joe Feese
Moriah Dale
Dec. 17 Angela McGuire
Paul McGuire
Carolyn Hayes
Dec. 24 Mary Amoroso
Katie Wilkins
Dec. 31 Donna Swofford
Jamie Anderson

O Come, Let Us Adore Him
Please join us!
Our choir will be presenting this
musical free, in celebration of
our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.
There will be food and fellowship
afterward in the Fellowship Hall.

Counting Responsibilities:
Dec. 12 Mary Amoroso
Dec. 19 Donna Kilpatrick
* No counting on Dec. 26
because the office will be
closed (rescheduled for
Dec. 28). Deacon rotation
and any other changes for
2018 will be determined
later this month.

Church members: Please bring cole slaw, deviled eggs,
or a dessert. Sign up sheets are posted on the bulletin boards
near the sanctuary and Sunday school rooms.
Monetary donations are also appreciated.

